Quotations

This is a particularly useful method of testing student
understanding when they are learning to read texts and identify
an author's viewpoint and arguments.

After students have read a representative advocate of each of
several opposing theories or schools of thought, and the relevant
concepts have been defined and discussed in class, put on the
overhead projector a quotation by an author whom they have not
read in the assigned materials, and ask them to figure out what
position that person advocates.

In addition to testing comprehension of the material presented in
lecture, this exercise develops critical thinking and analysis skills.
This would be very useful, for example, in discussing the various
aspects of evolutionary theory.



